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The NYLINE-DPL list was created for communication among directors of New York State's 

public libraries. ==============================  
  

To:Directors of Public Library Systems in New York State 
     Directors of Public and Association Libraries 

From:  Bernard A. Margolis, State Librarian and Assistant Commissioner for Libraries 
Subject: Changes to Public Notice Provisions of Open Meetings Law 

  
On May 12, 2009, Governor David Paterson signed Chapter 26 of the Laws of 2009 (A3169/S2754) An 

Act to Amend the Public Officers Law in Relation to Requiring Posting of Notice of Meetings on the 

Internet.  
  

The Committee on Open Government of the New York State Department of State has indicated that this 
new statute applies to all entities that are subject to Open Meetings Law. This includes public and 

association libraries and public library systems. 

  
The legislation amended Article 7 of the Public Officers Law related to Open Meetings, by adding a new 

subdivision 5 to Section 104 which is about public notice.  Subdivision 5 requires that in addition to one 
or more public sites previously designated, that notice of the time and place of any upcoming meeting of 

the library board or system board must be posted conspicuously at least 72 hours in advance on the 
library or library system website. 

  

The text of Article 7, Public Officers Law, Section 104 (5) can be found at: 
http://www.dos.state.ny.us/coog/openmeetlaw.html 

  
The text of Chapter 26 of the Laws of 2009 (A3169/S2754) can be found at: 

http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A03169 

  
Questions about this new requirement may be directed to the Committee on Open Government via their 

webpage or by calling their offices at (518) 474-2518 or to Carol Ann Desch, Coordinator of Statewide 
Library Services and Director, Division of Library Development at cdesch@mail.nysed.gov . 

__________ PLEASE EDIT YOUR REPLIES: any reply containing the "header" of the original 

message (including the list address) will be rejected by Listserv. 
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